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There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

Today, we do not grieve for Kenny Evans,
for now he is free to follow the path God has
laid out for him. Kenny took God’s hand
when he heard Him call.

Good Morning and on behalf of Charolette
and the entire Evans Family, I offer the fol-
lowing remarks highlighting our friend,
Kenny Evans.

My name is Michael Oscar and I serve as
Sen. Specter’s Executive Director in South-
eastern Pennsylvania. For nearly a decade, I
had the distinct pleasure of working with
Kenny in many different legislative and po-
litical capacities. It is with this background
and distinction that I speak to you today.

May it be said of Kenny, the words of Al-
fred, Lord Tennyson:

“I am a part of all that I have met

To much is taken, much abides

That which we are, we are . . .

One equal temper of heroic hearts

Strong in will

To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield.”

Kenny personified these words because his
cause was ours,—you and me—the cause of
the common man and the common woman.
His commitment was to those who Andrew
Jackson called ‘‘the humble members of so-
ciety: the farmers, mechanics, laborers, and
the forgotten.”

On this foundation for the past three dec-
ades with Sen. Specter and beyond, Kenny
defined our values, refined our policies, and
refreshed our faith. He did this by operating
behind the scenes with much grace, class,
and dignity.

There was never a problem no matter how
big or small, he did not try to solve, a re-
quest he did not try to respond to, or a per-
son he did not try to help. This was his mar-
quee value.

Kenny’s work ethic and style mentored fu-
ture generations of congressional staffers,
political candidates, and current legislators
in the art and science of politics. As Al Jack-
son, his friend and luncheon companion for
nearly 27 years, stated on numerous occa-
sions, ‘‘he is the maestro of politics’’—in-
stinctively knowing how to deal with people
and their everyday concerns.

In my opinion, he earned this astute char-
acterization because he worked from the
ground up, which provided him the proper
rubric on how to communicate with people.

As his Executive Director for the past five
years, I witnessed firsthand his innate abil-
ity to soften even the harshest of personal-
ities. There was not a day that went by that
Susan Segal would say, ‘Kenny would be the
perfect choice to handle this constituent.”

““And handle this constituent he did” be-
cause his commitment went well beyond the
federal scope. Whatever it took, a phone call,
a letter, a closed door meeting. He was a
tireless advocate always on a mission.

When I first joined Senator Specter’s staff
in Washington, D.C. before coming to Phila-
delphia, my COS at the time, Carey
Lackman told me ‘“‘you had an impressive
list of references, but none greater than
Kenny Evans.” Candidly, I didn’t know what
Carey was talking about. I had no idea who
Kenny Evans was and he was not listed as
one of my references.

I later learned that Kenny worked closely
with one of my former employer’s, Michael
Kunz, the Clerk of Court for the District
Court. When Mr. Kunz heard that I applied
for the position he called Kenny to advocate
on my behalf. Apparently, Kenny imme-
diately called Carey and stated, ‘‘this guy
worked for the clerk, do you know how many
calls a day I get from constituents to get out
of jury duty? You need to hire this guy.”

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

However, my first and lasting impression
of Kenny occurred about a year later. Many
of you may not be aware of this, but Kenny,
along with Al Jackson, established the first
urban aquaculture center in the nation.

Many of you like me are probably scratch-
ing your heads right now wondering what is
aquaculture. Well, it’s any crop that is cul-
tured in water—whether it be shrimp, fish,
or seaweed.

Kenny learned about aquaculture from his
numerous luncheon conversations with Al
Jackson and over the course of a year, they
drafted this unique partnership between the
University of Pennsylvania and Cheyney
University. They wanted to provide African
American students the opportunity to learn
this unusual science.

Proudly I report to you today, the center
has been successfully funded for the past
seven years by the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture and has graduated nearly 188 African
American students in the field of urban
aquaculture. This was just one accomplish-
ment of many that Kenny succeeded in on
behalf of Sen. Specter.

Beyond Kenny’s political acumen, he
mentored all of us on how to keep things
simple, light. When I was drafted by the Sen-
ator to run his Philadelphia Office, I heard
one of my predecessors define it as
“Kennyism.” Those Kennyisms have sus-
tained me and our team in Philadelphia for
many years and they will never be forgotten.

One specific anecdote that defines what we
collectively call a ‘“Kennyism’ was when I
was on a leave of absence from the Senator’s
office to run Rep. Mike Fitzpatrick’s cam-
paign. Despite my absence from the office,
my three-year-old son, Liam, at the time
was enrolled in the daycare center located in
the Green Federal Building.

So for three days a week, I drove down to
the city to drop him off. Before heading up
to the campaign office in Doylestown, I
would stop by the second floor cafeteria to
grab a cup of coffee and I was always greeted
by Kenny’s chuckle.

He would tell me ‘‘Sit down, Mike, tell me
about the campaign and more importantly,
how is your family?” He would listen, he
would laugh, and he taught me to keep it
light. He would end every conversation with
“It will be ok.”

Speaking of campaigns, when I had the
pleasure of accompanying the Senator dur-
ing his visit with Kenny just a few weeks ago
in the hospital, Kenny despite his medical
maladies went right to work assessing for
the Senator how the African American Com-
munity along with many others will come
out for him in his re-election. Yes, many a
‘“‘kennyism’’ was shared that day.

A few short weeks later, I went back to
visit with Kenny, along with Al Jackson, and
Elvis Solivan, another stalwart of the Spec-
ter Team. While there I had this memorable
conversation with Kenny’s grandson, La-
mont. He told me how his grandfather would
bring the Senator’s Lincoln Town Car home
and when he did he would offer his grand-
children a ride in it, and if they accepted the
offer then they would wash it later.

When I heard the story, I just laughed.
‘“‘Senator, rest assured, no one yet from the
Oscar family has ridden in the Lincoln let
alone washed it except for their father.”

Upon your arrival at today’s services, you
may have noticed that radiant photo of
Kenny, Charolette, and President Obama. On
that day, Tuesday, September 15, 2009, can-
didly, Kenny was noticeably not well, but we
wanted to ensure he received his photo with
the first African American President of the
United States.

That said, I grasped Kenny’s hand, along
with Charolette’s and together we raced
down the long convention center hallway
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with Andy Wallace at our side running inter-
ference. When we got to the photo line, we
were immediately escorted to the front of
the line. I turned to Shanin Specter and
asked him to introduce Kenny and
Charolette to the President, and he replied,
“No,” but he immediately responded with
“Mike, I want you to do it.”

So, I proceeded to the President, “Mr.
President, I would like to introduce you to
Kenny and Charolette Evans. Kenny has been
with the Senator for the past 30 years.”
President Obama retorted, ‘my man, Kenny
Evans” and extended a warm hug and hand-
shake. Without question, I will NEVER for-
get that moment.

Ladies and Gentlemen, for those of us who
are a part of or friend of Sen. Specter’s
Alumni and Family, please do not regard
today in sorrow, rather rejoice in Kenny’s
memory and adapt his cause to your daily
work.

Find comfort and solace in knowing that
Kenny joins Carey Lackman and Tom Bow-
man, former staffers that were dedicated to
the cause in helping the common man and
woman of Pennsylvania and the nation.
Imagine if you will the conversation they
must be having right now.

For the rest of us assembled here today
and to Kenny’s family; specifically,
Charolette, I offer this summation of a con-
summate advocate for the little guy, Kenny
Evans, by recounting the final sentence of
Sen. Ted Kennedy’s ‘“The Dream Shall Never
Die Speech,” at the 1980 Democratic Na-
tional Convention:

“For all of those whose cares have been
our concern, the work goes on, the cause en-
dures, the hope still lives, and the dream
shall never die.”

As in everything we do,
blessed! Thank you.

Mr. SPECTER. Madam President, I
thank the Chair and yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the
Senator withhold the suggestion of the
absence of a quorum?

Mr. SPECTER. I do.

———
RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate stands in recess until 2 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:42 p.m.,
recessed until 2 p.m. and reassembled
when called to order by the Presiding
Officer (Mr. BURRIS).

may God be

————
UNITED STATES CAPITOL POLICE
ADMINISTRATIVE TECHNICAL

CORRECTIONS ACT OF 2009—Con-
tinued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio is recognized.
HEALTH CARE REFORM
Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. President,
right now there is a meeting at the
White House that is being covered ex-
tensively by the media live. There has
been much anticipation about the
meeting between the President and a
number of Members of Congress, equal-
ly divided between the two bodies, the
House and Senate, and the two polit-
ical parties. It is a chance for both
sides to listen to each other. The media
has decided that by and large this is
going to be unproductive. I watched a
good bit of it today. At least people are
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